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1. Overview 
Silverback by Matrix42 uses the Microsoft Push Network Service (MPNS) mechanism to 
remotely trigger Windows (Phone) 8.1 devices. Once triggered the MDM registered device 
checks into the Silverback server and receives the MDM commands that are queued for 
the device (e.g. lock the device or install an Exchange profile). 
In order to enable the Microsoft Push Network Service function, current Silverback by 
Matrix42 customers need to register a Windows Store dummy enterprise application with 
their Microsoft Application Developer Account.  
After the dummy enterprise app creation process the administrator needs to apply a 
couple of settings – including the Microsoft PFN (Package Family Name) - in the 
Silverback solution to enable the push network function. This is either done in the 
Silverback Configurator tool (up to Silverback version 4.6) or in the Silverback Web 
Settings starting with version 4.7. 

Why substitute the Microsoft Push Network Services settings? 
There are a couple of situations where you need to substitute your MPNS settings: 
1 The customer wants to merge multiple Microsoft Application Developer Accounts. 
2 The Microsoft Application Developer Account expires or may get deleted because 

someone forgot to extend the account. 
3 The Windows dummy enterprise app settings used in Silverback become invalid 

because the dummy app was not prolonged within 12 months and Microsoft deleted the 
reserved dummy application name. 

What are the risks 
While situation #1 above can be treated in a planned change management manner without 
impacting the quality of device management, situations #2 and #3 can happen unplanned. 
If unplanned the impact is that Windows device cannot be remotely triggered to check-in to 
the Silverback server for ad-hoc MDM actions initiated manually by the administrator or 
automatically by regular Silverback server routines. Even though Windows devices 
frequently check-in regularly (default is every 120 minutes) this might be too long if the 
customer needs to wipe corporate data from a lost device immediately. 
Important: The registered devices within Silverback by Matrix42 will remain under 
MDM management control and do not need to be re-enrolled after executing the 
MPNS settings substitution process. 

How does MPNS substitution affect end-users? 
The substitution for end-users with MDM-registered devices is transparent. Users will not 
be impacted and can continue to use their Windows devices. 
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2. Microsoft Push Network Settings Substitution Process 

2.1. Before you start 
To complete all steps below you will need to meet the following pre-requisites: 

 Access to your Microsoft Developer Account:  
Required to create a new Windows Store app  

 Visual Studio 2013 SP2 and higher:  
Required for app and PFN creation process.   
You can use and download the latest and cost free Express 2013 version  
( https://www.visualstudio.com/en-us/products/visual-studio-express-vs.aspx )  

 Enable Java Script  
During Visual Studio process a web browser based wizard will open that requires Java 
script 

2.2. Process Overview 
The main process steps are the following: 

 Create a new Windows Store dummy enterprise app 
 Change Silverback server settings 
 Re-start IIS and Silverback Windows services 
 Execute an SQL script against your Silverback SQL database 

2.3. Create a Windows Store dummy enterprise app 
1 Go to the Windows Dev Center  

1 https://appdev.microsoft.com/StorePortals/en-US/Home/Index  
2 On the top right log in with your Microsoft developer account 
3 Once logged in, navigate to Windows Store Apps 
4 Click Submit an app 
5 Click on App Name and enter a unique name for the app. 
6 Note: This should be named in an obvious way, so that future users can easily tell what 

this is for. You may want to number your push app. For example: 
CompanyName.SilverbackPush02 
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7 Click Save on the next screen 
8 From the next screen click on Services 
9 From the Services page, click on the “Live Services Site” link in the Azure Mobile 

Services section. 

 

 The screen will show several pieces of information that will be needed later. Be sure to 
record the following information for when you need to configure the Silverback server 
later in this document. 

 Package SID 
 Application Identity 
 Client secret 

See example screenshot below: 
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2.4. Create a Microsoft Package Family Name (PFN) 
This section of the document requires the use of Visual Studio 2013 to create the dummy 
app and register it for WNS Push notifications.  
On the computer running Visual Studio 2013 SP2 and higher, perform the following steps: 
1 Launch Visual Studio 2013 
2 Create a New Project 
3 Select Templates -> Visual C# -> Store Apps -> Windows Apps 
4 Create a “Blank Store App (Windows)” project and fill out the Name Location and 

Solution Name 
1 This Name and location information is not critical, but the project should be saved in 

a location that is easily accessible for any future changes 
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5 When the project opens, right click on the project in the Solution Explorer 
6 Select Store > Associate App with the Store... 

 

 

7 Click Next 
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8 Sign in with the Microsoft Account used to create the App in the previous section 
 

 

9 Choose the Created App Name from the list, Click Next 
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10 Click Associate 
 

 
 

11 Right Click the project again and select Properties 
12 In the pop up, Click Package Manifest from the Application section 
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13 Click on the Packaging tab on the middle right side  
14 Record the “Package family name” (PFN) for use in the Silverback server 

configuration in the next section below. 
 

 

2.5. Configure Silverback for Windows (Phone) 8.1 Management 
Using the information generated from the above steps, you are now ready to configure the 
Silverback server for Windows 8.1 Microsoft Push Network management. The following 
settings needs to be mapped into the Silverback server settings: 

 
Silverback (SB) Value Microsoft (MS) Value 
WNS App ID Name part of ‘Application identity’ 
WNS Package Family Name (PFN) Package Family Name 
WNS App Store URI Package SID 
WNS App Secret Client secret 

 
Using the information recorded from the above steps, you are now ready to configure the 
Silverback server settings with updated Windows 8.1 Microsoft Push Network values. The 
following settings needs to be mapped into the Silverback server settings: 
 
Important:  
Please change all required Silverback server settings before you save them! 
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Following these steps will configure your Silverback server: 
1 If you have Silverback 4.7 and higher: Login to the Silverback admin console (e.g. 

https://silverbackserver.company.com/admin ) with a console user account with the role 
of “Settings Administrator” 

2 If you have Silverback 4.6 and lower: Start the Silverback Configurator tool on your 
Silverback server via RDP. 

3 Click the “WP Settings” section, and populate the values into the ‘’Windows 8.1 
Family device settings” section. 
1 WNS App ID – Use the Name part within the “quotes” of the MS application ID  
2 WNS Package Family Name (PFN) – Use the Microsoft PFN 
3 WNS App Store URI – Use the Microsoft Package SID 
4 WNS App Secret – Use the Microsoft Client Secret 

4 If you have Silverback 4.7 and higher: Saving the web settings 
5 If you have Silverback 4.6 and lower: Save the settings and export the new configs 
6 RDP to the Silverback server and re-start IIS and all Silverback Windows services. 

Alternatively you can restart the entire Silverback server. 
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2.6. Prepare MDM queue for Windows devices 
Finally you execute an SQL script against your Silverback SQL database. The purpose of 
the script is to create MDM queues for all Windows devices to get their new PFN 
information. 

Create MDM queue commands for Windows Phone devices 
Log into the Microsoft SQL Server Management Studio and run the following script against 
the Silverback MDM database: 
INSERT INTO SyncMlCommandQueue( 
       [DeviceId] 
      ,[SyncMlCommandTypeId] 
      ,[Priority] 
      ,[SyncMlCommandStatusId] 
      ,[QueuedTime] 
      ,[Active]) 
  SELECT DeviceId, 
  50, 
  15, 
  1, 
  GETDATE(), 
  1 
  FROM Devices WHERE DeviceTypeName IN ('WP81') AND DeviceStatusId 
IN (2,3) 

When executed successfully you will get the amount of rows (devices) affected. 

Create MDM queue commands for Windows desktop devices 
Log into the Microsoft SQL Server Management Studio and run the following script against 
the Silverback MDM database: 
INSERT INTO SyncMlCommandQueue( 
       [DeviceId] 
      ,[SyncMlCommandTypeId] 
      ,[Priority] 
      ,[SyncMlCommandStatusId] 
      ,[QueuedTime] 
      ,[Active]) 
  SELECT DeviceId, 
  250, 
  15, 
  1, 
  GETDATE(), 
  1 
  FROM Devices WHERE DeviceTypeName IN ('Windows81') AND 
DeviceStatusId IN (2,3) 

When executed successfully you will get the amount of rows (devices) affected. 



 
 
Windows (Phone) 8.1 PFN Substitution 

Author: Cloud & Mobile Management 
07/05/15  - 14 - 

Monitor MDM queue commands for Windows Phone devices 
Run the following SQL command against your Silverback MDM database to monitor the 
outstanding and migrated Windows Phone devices: 
select * from SyncMlCommandQueue where SyncMlCommandTypeId = 50 

 
All created queues will have the actual date & time in the ‘QueueTime’ column. 
Migrated devices will have a ‘SentTime’ and ‘RespondTime’ value when the PFN has been 
changed. 
Outstanding devices will have ‘SentTime’ and ‘RespondTime’ value equals ‘NULL’. 
 

 

Monitor MDM queue commands for Windows desktop devices 
Run the following SQL command against your Silverback MDM database to monitor the 
outstanding and migrated Windows desktop devices: 
select * from SyncMlCommandQueue where SyncMlCommandTypeId = 250 
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3. Appendix 

3.1. I forgot to record my dummy enterprise settings 

3.1.1. How to get my enterprise app details 
Log into your Microsoft Application Development Center 
(https://appdev.microsoft.com/StorePortals/en-US/Home/Index). Follow the Dashboard -> 
Windows Store Apps to get an overview of you apps.  You will find registered but 
unpublished apps in the Apps in progress section. 
 
Click on EDIT for the dummy app you created. Click on Services  -> Live Services Site. 
To obtain the required values – see example below. 
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3.1.2. How to get the PFN name from within Visual Studio 
In Visual Studio open your dummy app project. Switch to the ‘Solution Explorer’ overview. 
Right click on the project in the Solution Explorer and select ‘Properties’. Afterwards click 
on ‘Package Manifest’ in the main window. 

 
Finally switch to the ‘Packaging’ tab. Now you will see the Package family name at the 
bottom in the main window. 

 
 
 
 


